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SPECIAL THANKS to our Sponsors: 

 Prison Fellowship & OSL            
Collaborators 

 Guideposts Magazine 

 Zanios Family 

 1697 Foundation 

 Many cookie bakers 

 Many anonymous donors 
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Acts 2:42 

Singing 

Bible story 

Crafts & Games 

Sharing a meal 
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Singing  

& 

fun 

with loved 
ones! 
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Jesus in the 
boat calming 

the storm 

Be still! 



Crafts with dad 

Valentine Cards 

Cheerio necklaces 

Bookmarkers 

FUN 
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Comments – 11th Wings Family Day  
Guadalupe County Correctional 
Facility – Valentine’s Day                                                          
February 13, 2016 
Santa Rosa, NM 
 

The 11th Wings Family Day was held at the Guadalupe County Correctional Facility on Saturday, 
February 13, 2016. There were 35 inmates and 137 children and adults who were cleared to attend 
the Family Day, along with 24 volunteers, from 20 different congregations from Albuquerque, 
Edgewood, and Santa Rosa.  

The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the party, including making the sub sandwiches 
and PB&J sandwiches. Prior to the start of the Family Day Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led 
the group in mixer games where everyone got to learn new things about one another. 

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise 
Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate praise band led the group in 
wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and are such good musicians. Everyone loved them 
and joined in the singing and playing all the percussion instruments. 

The Bible story was Jesus calming the storm. Chaplain Zenaida Bridges was Jesus.  The disciples were 
picked, as was the “pillow”, the sail, and everyone else was part of the story by being the wind, 
waves, boat and rain. After Jesus woke up and said “Be Still!” the Chaplain reflected on the story and 
talked about the storms in our lives and how turning to Jesus we will be calmed. It was a very 
meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings 
For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning 
citizens.   
 
During this time the men were busy making Valentine’s Day cards and bookmarkers with their 
children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates 
and makes for loved ones. 
 
Next everyone gathered around tables for sub sandwiches, PB&J sandwiches, cookies and punch.  
Everyone talked and shared over the meal and discussion was had about the 40 developmental 

assets©, ways to cut at-risk behaviors and strengthen families. 
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each dinner group decorated one of the 
men in the group as a human Valentine.  The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone 
experienced. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands and 
being reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  
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The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by everyone at the 
Family Day.  

The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were 
not repeated.  
  

I came to the Wings Valentine’s Family day today because: 
1. I wanted to be supportive of a loved one that is in prison. 
2. Jesus said to visit those in prison and my friend encouraged me. 
3. I wanted some family time with my brother. 
4. I thought it would be very interesting. 
5. To spend time with my uncle and to bring his son to see him and to be able to spend some time 

together. 
6. To visit my uncle. 
7. I want to see how families do react to such events. 
8. To share with my family. 
9. I am a Chapel Minister. 
10. I need family support. 
11. I was ordered by the Chaplain to attend. (Staff) 
12. I love God and interacting with others that love God. 
13. I love to volunteer. This is a great way for me to experience other volunteers in action. 
14. So I could see my family. 
15. To see my Dad. 
16. I want to be part of it. 
17. To experience a buffet with loved ones. 
18. To be with family. 
19. To spend time with my family. 
20. I was invited by my son. 
21. Of my little brother. 
22. Because I was ordered to by the Warden and it’s my job. (Staff) 

  
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Togetherness. 
2. Participation in singing, etc. 
3. Singing. It was a joyful noise and families kept coming in and the inmates were so happy to see 

them. 
4. Meeting new people and seeing my brother happy. 
5. The classes for the kids. 
6. Seeing my nephew bond with his father and spending time together. 
7. When we prayed. 
8. All the involvement together. 
9. To continue coming here. 
10. Watching the kids with their fathers. 
11. Singing and togetherness. 
12. Everything. 
13. Meeting the different people from different places and to hear their attitudes, listen and help 

when possible. 
14. My wife and children. 
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15. Making the necklaces. 
16. Singing and dancing, as well as the arts and crafts. 
17. The talking during meals. 
18. Being together. 
19. To make cards with my Dad, brother and sister. 
20. Listening to Ann and her experience. 
21. Families were together praising God. 
22. All of it. 

 
The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Family days in 
prisons because: 
  
1. The inmates fellowship together and with others that came to visit. 
2. It brings families together and Christ is the center of events. 
3. It builds family unity and strengthens a community for the inmates return. 
4. So that the families and men could spend time with each other somewhat normally. 
5. It helps the people in prison. 
6. It is a nice program for families to enjoy each other’s company while having a meal and activities 

with each other. 
7. I could see my uncle and have so much fun. 
8. It will make a difference on how we as inmates see what really is happening. 
9. It’s a good opportunity for them to be involved. 
10. To bring families closer together. 
11. It builds stronger family bonds. 
12. It promotes the right values. 
13. Because of the love and relationships with others. 
14. There is nothing more important than positive communication skills. 
15. It’s positive reinforcement. 
16. It’s fun for everyone. 
17. It was the best experience for my two children to be included with dad and church. 
18. It helps the reunification of the family. 
19. It helps our men in here. 
20. It teaches them about God. 
21. Yes, it’s good for the inmates and families. 

 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line. 
Collaborator books and materials, delicious donated food, 
homemade cookies and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Thank you to the prison officials that allowed us to be here. 
2. We appreciate this time with our family members. 
3. We love you. 
4. May God bless your family with abundance of mercy and love. 
5. I pray God will bless each of your lives and allow you to continue to serve. 
6. Thanks to everyone involved. 
7. God Bless. 
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8. Thanks for all the delicious homemade cookies! 
 

How many miles did you drive one way to attend this party? 
432, 176, 150, 140, 120, 116, 110, 108, 30 miles. 

 
Additional comments. 
Thank you for having this.  It made my year to be able to kiss my husband.     
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